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Search for Son and Successor

Sher Shah lost his life in May 1545, while engaged in the siege of
the fort of Kalanjar in Bundhelkhand. The death was an indirect
sequel to his infatuation with an exceedingly beautiful Rajput girl
known to be inside the citadel. For five long months, he kept his
heavy batteries in check lest the girl be injured or, in the event of
capture of the fort, be led, with or against her will, to join in the
final immolating ceremonial of Jauhar. When in the end he launch-
ed an assault supported by heavy guns, a cannon-ball ricocheted
after hitting the rampart, and set ablaze an ammunition dump; the
fire could not be brought under control before the Afghan Empe-
ror received burns which proved fatal. He, however, lived till the
fort was captured. Search for the girl proved abortive* Rajputnis,
high and low, preferred death to capture by the enemy* The news
of the self-sacrifice perhaps hastened Sher Shah's end.
The story of the manner of Sher Shah's death fascinated Akbar.
At Chitor and Ranthambor he had drawn blanks: no blue-blood-
ed Rajput senorita came to his hand at those centres of Hindu
aristocracy. Perhaps he would be more lucky at Kalanjar, the last
of the strongholds of Rajput resistance in northern India. His lust
for conquest, as also his passion for life, was insatiable. Orders
were given to Munim Khan Quqshal3 a general of high repute, to
mount an invasion and force Rana Ram Chand to surrender,
preferably without a fight. Force was to be used as the last resort.
Akbar was at pains to forestall yet another mass self-sacrifice by
the pick of Hindu women.